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ENSURING THE FREEDOM OF EXPRESSION OF THE WILL OF
CITIZENS DURING THE PRESIDENTIAL ELECTIONS IN
UKRAINE 2019: THE LEGAL ASPECT

Elections are one of the highest characteristic manifestations of power and
the will of the people. Through the electoral process, a citizen can implement the
right to manage public affairs, form a system of power, etc. The recognition of the
people as a bearer of sovereignty and a source of power has become the basis for
the formation of Ukraine as a democratic State based on the rule of law, with the
manifestation of people's power, and makes it essential to study the issues of
ensuring the electoral process as a form of functioning of direct democracy and a
set of preventive measures to prevent possible violations of the will of citizens.
Accordingly, the article highlights the regulatory framework for ensuring freedom
of expression of the will of citizens during the organization and conduct of the
election campaign for the Presidential elections in Ukraine in 2019. The procedure
for ensuring the electoral process by the central executive authorities, whose
activities are directed and coordinated by the Cabinet of Ministers of Ukraine
through the Minister of Internal Affairs and the National Guard of Ukraine, has
been analyzed. The current state of prompt response, proper accounting and
investigation of actions related to the violation of the electoral legislation and the
conduct of the election campaign are disclosed.

Based on the results of consideration of these issues, conclusions were
drawn regarding the promptness of the response and the competence of law

enforcement agencies in identifying and recording violations of electoral



legislation. The holding of the 2019 presidential elections was generally
recognized as democratic and without high-profile events, without gross violations
and provocations during the electoral process. The election administration
conducted its activities in a predominantly impartial manner and adhered to legal
requirements. Cases of irregularities in their activities, even though they occurred,
have not become systematic.

The electoral process during the presidential elections in 2019 was
determined by the expressed manifestation of a high civic legal culture of
Ukrainians, as well as an active law enforcement position of the policing in the
context of ensuring equal rights for every citizen to elect and be elected.

The experience gained by the law enforcement bodies, in particular the
National Police, during the election campaign, requires further research and
application with regard to the creation of a sustainable system of protection of
citizens' electoral rights from unlawful encroachments, as well as the improvement
of the prevention of crimes and offences that encroach on election-related legal
relations.
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